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I.  Academics

Approval Process

There are a number of steps you need to take before leaving to study abroad. The academic approval process can be confusing, as you will be coordinating between multiple departments at your university. 

Contact the study abroad office of your college to find out policies related to studying abroad at your university. Although each university has its own procedures for studying abroad, the process generally follows these three steps: 

1. Get approval to study abroad

· Visit and inform the study abroad office of your decision to study abroad with IISAC’s SIP.  We advise that you take the following materials along:

· Acceptance letter from IISAC

· Application package of SIP

· Course listings/Course Directory

· Follow university protocol to gain approval for studying abroad with non-affiliated programs. 
· Start early! The process can be time-consuming based on the policies of the university. This could include anything from providing your administrator course titles to filling out a supplemental application at your particular university. Gaining approval for your plan to study abroad does not mean you have received approval for your curriculum.

2. Get approval from your academic department(s)

· Once the approval to study abroad is granted, meet with your academic advisor and get necessary course-related approvals from your department(s).

· Your academic advisor will discuss how studying abroad will affect your studies at your home university. It is your responsibility to determine how the courses you take abroad will affect your graduation requirements. Depending on your SIP selections, the courses may qualify as major, academic distribution and/or elective credits.  

3. Get approval from your registrar

· Check with the registrar about minimum grade requirements to transfer credits. Credits will only be transferred to your home university if you successfully complete all courses at Pondicherry University with which IISAC has Agreements to represent in USA.]

· Some universities may request to review course materials (text books, syllabus, exams, papers, etc.) upon returning to campus after your study abroad experience
Retain all records of all approval related documents.  There have been occasions where verbal approvals have resulted in a difficult credit transfer process.

SIP applicants should work closely with Dr. Sunny Luke during the course approval process.  Dr. Luke will email to your university officials about the quality of Indian education, Pondicherry University’s accreditation status, course contents, etc.  
Course Registration
When you submitted your application to SIP, you were asked to select two primary courses and five additional secondary courses in case some of the courses are not available during certain semesters.  SIP has submitted a preliminary registration form to Pondicherry University on your behalf.  Pondicherry University will begin processing your courses once you submit a non-refundable deposit of $350.

If there are any problems with the courses you have selected, you will be notified immediately so you can revise your course selection. You may change your course selection during your initial weeks at Pondicherry University. IISAC officials will guide you through the process. Generally students select three to four India related courses and one or two major or minor related courses.

CONFIRMED SEMESTER IN INDIA COURSES AT PONDICHERRY UNIVERSITY FOR FALL 09 SEMESTER

SECTION A: SIP CORE COURSES – INDIA STUDIES
1. SIP PHIL 401: Hinduism and Its Practices
2. SIP ICYER 301: Practical classical yoga
3. SIP ICYER 302: South Indian Classical Dance
4. SIP ENGL 403: Idea of India in Literature
5. SIP TAMIL 303:  Spoken Tamil
6. SIP HIND 304: Basic Hindi
7. SIP FRNC 306: Invitation to spoken French
8. SIP ACS411: Christianity and India: 2000 years of Faith
SECTION: B   SIP DEPARTMENTAL COURSES - INDIA STUDIES
Co-operating Departments: Anthropology, History, Politics, Economics and International Studies

1. SIP ANTH 411: Social Cultural Anthropology
2. SIP PHIL 426: The foundations of Indian Culture
3. SIP SOIS 404: India’s Foreign Policy
4. HIST: Pre and Proto history of India
5. SIP ANTH 412: Tribal Ethnography
6. Indian Political System 
7. Society and Economy of Colonial India
8. Regional Co-operation with South Asia
9. Colonialism and Nationalism in South Asia
10. Contemporary Area Studies
11. Historiography and Historical Methods
12. Introduction to Numismatics
13. Archaeology: Principles and Methods
14. Introduction to Epigraphy
15. Contemporary International Relations
16. HIST 411:Medieval Societies
17. Micro Economics – I
18. Macro Economics – I
19. Mathematical Methods
20. Statistical Methods
21. International Trade And Payment
22. Applied Econometrics
23. Research Methodology
24. Econ 521 – Indian Economic Development And Policy
25. Socio-Economic Study Of India
26. ECSD 401 Introduction To Sustainable Development Theory & Practice - I
SECTION C: SIP ECOLOGY COURSES

1. Introduction to Ecology & Environmental Sciences

2. Bio-Statistics
3. Biodiversity

4. Behavioral Ecology

5. Aquatic Ecosystems

6. Conservation Biology

7. Industrial Ecology

8. Environmental Management

9. Remote sensing and GIS

10. Global Environmental Changes

11. Environmental Biotechnology
SECTION D: SIP BIOLOGY AND BIOINFORMATICS COURSES
1. BINF 401 – Cell And Molecular Biology

2. BINF 402 – Physics And Chemistry For Biologists

3. BINF 403 – Mathematics For Biologists

4. BINF 404 – Bioinformatics–I
5. BINF 405 – Data Structures And Programming Concepts

6. BINF 406 – General Biology

7. BINF 407 – Computers For Biologists

8. BINF 501 – Structural Biology

9. BINF 502 – Molecular Modeling And Drug Designing

10. BINF 503 – Programming In Perl

11. BINF 504 – Applications Of Bioinformatics

12. BINF 505 – Networks And Distributed Computing

II. Tuition & Fees

Program Fees

The program fee for the semester at Pondicherry University is $ 6,500. This includes: tuition, room & board, orientation, etc.  Details of items included in the fee can be found on the Program Package sent to you. Full Payments should be mailed to IISAC or Consortium of Agreement with your college/university is to be signed at least three weeks prior to the starting date of the semester. 

· Students on Financial Aid: If you are on financial aid, you may defer the payment until your financial aid is posted to your account at you home institution. You must submit a completed Payment Deferral Form by Dec 15th for Spring semester or June 1st for Fall semester. It is your responsibility to work with your financial aid office to send IISAC your payment.
Acceptance Deposit

SIP requires a $350 non-refundable acceptance deposit for us to continue processing your file and to get your Enrollment in the Pondicherry University.  This should be submitted with Form A - Acceptance Statement to hold your place in this program. This should be mailed to IISAC within two weeks of receiving this acceptance package. The acceptance deposit will be applied towards your program fee.

Late Payment

Participants who fail to either pay in full or file a Payment Deferral Form by Nov 30th [for Spring semester] and by June 15th [for Fall semester],as the case may be, will be charged a $250 late fee. You may also be prohibited from participation in the program originally selected by the student, at IISAC’s discretion. Returned checks will be considered as failure to make the payment.

Withdrawal

If written notification of withdrawal is received by SIP after the program starts, the following refund policy for partial attendance applies. Please note that the $25 application fee and the $350  Acceptance deposit payments are non-refundable and refunds are calculated on the program fee less the acceptance deposit.

· Withdrawal on or up to 5 days after the program starts – 50% refund    

· Withdrawal at any time after 5 days into the program – no refund
III.  Financial Aid

Approval Process

Students who receive financial aid should follow certain procedures to apply financial aid towards their study abroad program.  Pre-approval to study abroad may be necessary before you approach the financial aid office.  Federal financial aid regulations require that all credits from study abroad apply toward the student’s degree.  Through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed between IISAC and Pondicherry University, you can apply your financial aid towards credits earned at Pondicherry University. 

To utilize financial aid towards your semester abroad education at Pondicherry University:

· Contact the financial aid office to see if there are special application processes or policies required in receiving financial aid for overseas study. A financial aid counselor will determine your financial assistance eligibility while pursuing a semester of study in India.  While meeting, he/she may request:

· Information on the transferability of your anticipated courses, your enrollment status, course load, etc. 

· Categorical breakdown of tuition, fee, room & board, personal expense, transportation, books and supplies. A Data Form will help you financial aid counselor with cost details.

· Check with the bursar’s office on how they can make financial aid disbursement arrangements. 

Some U.S. universities may ask SIP to submit an official form called Consortium agreement on your behalf to determine your financial assistance eligibility.  If that is the case, please forward SIP the required materials. 

Keep records of all forms submitted and submission dates as well as all personal contacts made (individuals and dates of those contacts). Those records will help you avoid confusion as well as clarify issues that might arise.
IV.  Health

Traveling, living and studying in India are exciting but can be emotionally and sometimes physically challenging. While personal health and safety is unpredictable, taking the preparatory steps can greatly increase the chances of a healthy and safe study abroad experience.

Your health will be a major concern as you plan for your trip abroad. We have provided an overview to help you prepare for your trip.

Personal Assessment

We recommend you to have a complete physical from your physician and a dental check up with your dentist. Understand your physical and emotional health needs well in advance. You should clearly communicate all your allergies, illnesses, psychological treatments, disabilities, dietary needs, and any other medical needs so that we can work to accommodate you. Please note that certain medical needs and disabilities cannot be accommodated, as the technology and infrastructure of India may not be able to support it.

Research, Consultation and Prevention

The more you know about your environment and all the dos and don’ts, the better the chances of staying healthy. You should consult various sources such as your family physician, campus health services, local and national health organizations.  Some important questions to ask are:

· What are the illnesses common to the region?

· What medications should I take to prevent them?

· What type of insurance will I need?

· What should and shouldn’t I eat and drink?

· And more…

First: Review the main resources for regional health issues. We highly recommend visiting the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website (http://www.cdc.gov/travel/indianrg.htm) as well as MD Travel Health’s website (http://www.mdtravelhealth.com/destinations/asia/india.html) for the basic details on regional illnesses and standard immunizations prior to travel.

Second: Consult your physician. He/she will be your main resource for prevention and guidance on many health-related issues and will be able to provide you with immunizations. 

The standard immunizations for India include:

	Hepatitis A
	Recommended for all travelers

	Typhoid
	Recommended for all travelers

	Routine immunizations
	All travelers should be up-to-date on tetanus-diphtheria, measles-mumps-rubella, and varicella immunizations


· MDTravel.com 

· See also our health memo for more information

Remember that you will need to take these at least 4-8 weeks prior to departure for the shots to take effect.

In addition, get a routine check-up to ensure you are aware of your physical situation before leaving for India. Make sure you carry sufficient amounts of updated prescription medication before you leave. Your particular prescription medication may not be available abroad. Also, having them mailed will not only take weeks to arrive, Customs regulations for mail are highly scrutinized and may delay or prevent the medication from arriving. Be sure to keep your medications in their original containers. Keep copies of your relevant medical records and prescriptions as they may be requested during the Customs arrival check.

Insurance

SIP requires you purchase traveler’s insurance through TW Lord and Associates.

International Student Insurance

1-888-247-1387

info@internationalstudentinsurance.com
This insurance covers travel, medical, baggage, and travel accident protection in addition to emergency assistance services. 

V Travel Preparation
Travel Arrangements

All students attending Fall 2009 semester program, we require them to reach Chennai by July 6th 2009. 

IISAC will help you to reserve your airline tickets to India at discounted rates. Round trip Airfares to Chennai International Airport from any US international airport will range from approximately $1,400 to $1,700.depending on the city location in US and the airline you choose. Air India, Qatar Air, Kuwait Air, Lufthansa, British Airways, Jet Air and Emirates are the common carriers flying to Chennai, India.

Travel to Pondicherry

We highly recommend that students depart for India together as far as possible. Feel free to look for prices online and through other travel agents. Here is an experienced travel agent, who has helped our students in the past, for you to contact for flights.

Aero Plus Tours & Travels, 298 Park Slope, Clifton, NJ 07011

Tel: 973-928-2871, aeroplustours@optonline.net 

Contact Person: Mr. Shaju Manimalethu at 973-477-4363 (c)  

E-mail shajumanimalethu@yahoo.com 

If you call the above travel agent, please be sure to mention that you are calling as an IISAC student. Tickets can be purchased for 4 month or 6 month stays. For instance if you are planning to stay for 5 months you would need a 6 month ticket. Be sure to ask for 6-month tickets. [We have requested the travel agent to block seats for our students to travel together and reach Chennai on July 6th itself.]

Generally the prices are about $400-500 more expensive, during Dec/Jan and June/July, than other time of the year.

Passport

A valid passport is required for entry into India. If you do not have a valid passport, please apply for one immediately. Your passport needs to be valid till your return back to the United States. The processing time for passports can take up to eight weeks. Without a valid passport in hand, you cannot submit an application for your student visa. 

Please visit the U.S. State Department’s web site (http://travel.state.gov/passport/index.html)  to learn about applying for or renewing a passport.

If you are not a U.S. citizen, please ensure that your passport from your home country is valid. You should also understand the immigration policies for your stay in the U.S. as well as in India.

Student Visa

One important step in preparing for your study abroad experience is to apply for your visa. India requires all foreign nationals visiting the country to posses a valid passport and a valid Indian visa. Since you will be studying at an Indian university, you are required to obtain a Student Visa before departing the U.S. Please note that the visa regulations can change without SIP’s consent or knowledge.

You should work directly with the Indian Consulate, nearest to your home town,  to obtain your visa. Please remember when dealing with the Indian Consulate, it is a privilege, not a right, to obtain this visa. Make sure that you leave ample time to apply and have your visa processed in order to obtain your visa in time of your departure.

Visa Application Process

You may apply either by visiting the Indian Consulate or its authorized agency or mailing your application to the consulate that serves your hometown. Application processing can take several weeks. Please plan ahead and give yourself ample time to avoid tourist rushes or government shutdowns.

Students on a short term study program in India, the validity of the student visa can range from six months to one year. Always ask for one year visa. Please remember that the expiry date of visa   is calculated from the date of its issue and not from the date of your travel.  So, we advise you to apply only 3 weeks before you travel.

Refer to the table below to determine which consulate you should apply through:

Embassy of India (Washington, DC)

2536 Massachusetts Ave., NW

Washington, DC 20008

Tel: (202) 939-9806/9832,       www.indianembassy.org/consular/index.htm 

Bahamas, Bermuda, Delaware, District of Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia

Consulate General of India (New York)

3 East, 64th Street

New York, NY 10021

Tel: 212-774-0600,                 www.indiacgny.org
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, Rhode Island,

Vermont, Virgin Islands

Consulate General of India (San Francisco)

540 Arguello Boulevard

San Francisco, CA 94118

Tel: 415-668-0662,                http://www.indianconsulate-sf.org
Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming

Consulate General of India (Chicago)

455 N. Cityfront Plaza Drive, Suite 850

Chicago, IL 60611

Tel: 312-595-0413,                http://chicago.indianconsulate.com
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin

1990 Post Oak Blvd, Suite 600

Houston, Texas 77056

Tel: 713-626 2148/2149,       www.cgihouston.org
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas

The application process can be bureaucratic if the necessary paperwork is not done precisely with all the documentation attached. Please use the following checklist before applying for your visa.

􀂉 Visa Application Form – When filling out the visa application form, under type of visa required, please circle student.

􀂉 Passport – You should have a minimum validity of six months on the date of application with at least two blank pages 

􀂉 Passport Photographs – 2 latest and identical passport photographs (black/white or color) depicting front pose against light background

􀂉 Supporting Documents – Submit the enrollment letter confirming admission to Pondicherry University and evidence of financial support for your stay in India along with your visa application form.

 [IISAC’s Invoice stating that your boarding and lodging as well as expenses for local study tour is met by IISAC during this program period is the evidence of financial support]

􀂉 Visa Fee - Please check the application form or the respective web sites for exact fee. If you go directly to the Indian Consulate for visa issuance, please note that the visa fee can only be paid in cash or by cashier's check/certified check or money order (personal check & credit cards are not accepted) Requirements may be slightly different if you are not a citizen if United States. Please contact the respective Indian Consulate for guidance.
VI. THINGS TO PACK
· A good digital camera with accessories 

· A good Laptop Laptops generally work on 110\220 volts. In India to get connected to a 220 electrical socket, you need an adapter. This may cost around $1. If not available in the U S you can buy here in India.

· For the Indian tropical weather, cotton garments that fit loosely are ideal. salwar kameez, jeans and tops, or skirts that cover the knees are the recommended dresses in India. You can also bring shorts for the home and swim wear for the beaches (only in beaches popular with western travelers)

· Since you can buy garments very cheap in India, we recommend you to travel lightly. Generally our students buy custom tailored comfortable Indian dressing during their south Indian trip. One set of salwar kameez will cost approximately $15.  We recommend you to have custom made dresses from India.

· Please bring a pair of sneakers for trekking. And one Pair comfortable sandals (you will wear them every day)

· Cell phone that will accept international SIM card

· Hand sanitizer, Bug repellant, Sunscreen lotion (very important), water bottle, cooling glasses

· Medications both prescription and over the counter

VII. YOUR ADDRESS IN INDIA

	University Residence Address
	Foreign Student’s Hostel,

Pondicherry University,

Kalapet, Pondicherry 605014

India

	Phone:
	011-91-413-2655251

	Program Director
	Dr. P.P Mathur, Bioinformatics, Pondicherry University


VIII. YOUR EMERGENCY CONTACT IN INDIA

	1
	Prof. Sunny Luke (Program Coordinator IISAC)
	011-91-9446540922

	2
	Prof. P.P Mathur (Program Coordinator IISAC)
	011-91- 9443368111

	3
	  S. Priya (SIP Assistant)
	011-91-9787511504


IX.  ARRIVAL, ORIENTATION AND SOUTH INDIA TOUR

Fall 2009 Semester at Pondicherry University

Phase 1

	July 6 Monday
	Arrival at Chennai Airport and travel to Pondicherry

	July 7 Tuesday
	Visa Registration and city tour



	July 8 Wednesday
	University campus and Auroville visit

	July 9 Thursday
	Leave hotel and visit places between Pondicherry and Chennai. Leave Chennai by train to Kottayamat 8PM

	July 10 Friday
	Arrival at Cochin and city tour



	July 11 Saturday
	 Site seeing at Cochin and travel to Kottayam



	July 12 Sunday
	Boating through Vembanattu lake



	July 13 Monday
	Shopping, relaxation and cultural exchange



	July 14 Tuesday
	Village walk, local family interaction and Ayurvedic experience



	July 15 Wednesday
	Travel to Kumily through various Eco-systems of Kerala



	July 16 Thursday
	Visit Spice plantation and Agro biodiversity, Elephant ride and Tribal walk

	July 17 Friday
	Watch Kathakali and Martial arts, Night walk through tropical jungle if possible



	July 18 Saturday
	Travel to Madurai Meenakshi temple and leave for Villupuram at 11 PM



	July 19 Sunday
	Arrival at Villupuram and travel to Pondicherry and stay at Hotel.

	July 20 Monday 
	Move to University Hostel, Course registration and classes starts




Phase 2

Visit of Bangalore and Mysore.

 Date to be decided with Pondicherry University 

     

	Day 1 
	Leave Pondicherry in the evening 



	Day 2
	Arrival at Bangalore and Site seeing



	Day 3


	Leave for Mysore and site seeing

	Day 4 
	Site seeing Mysore   and travel to Bangalore and board bus for Pondicherry



	Day 5
	Arrival at Pondicherry in the morning




University Holidays

· August 15
  -
Independence Day

· September 20 -
Id-Ul-Fitr

· September 28 -
Vijayadasami

· October 2
  -
Gandhijayanti

· October 17
  -
Deepavali

Semester ends: November 20

NOTE: THIS CALENDAR IS TENDATIVE AND THE FINAL ONE WILL BE ISSUED BEFORE THE START OF THE SEMESTER

All students should arrive Chennai by flight on July 6th itself for getting free transportation.  Those who come earlier or later may not be able to get this   facility and will have to make payments directly to taxis to reach Pondicherry University [about 100 miles from Chennai].

X.   IMPORTANT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
The International Institute for Scientific and Academic Collaboration (IISAC) has developed Policies and   Procedures for the Semester in India Program (SIP) to:

• Safeguard its mission to provide an enjoyable and transformational experience for its students while studying abroad in India and;

• Maintain an optimal learning environment for IISAC students.

Although policies and procedures generally appear restrictive, they are meant to protect and nourish your study abroad experience in India and of other students as well. It is our sincere intention to give you the room to grow and mature and, in turn, our expectation is that you will accept the liberties incumbent upon you as a responsible and competent adult.

This document sets expectations for students’ conduct, establishes standards of behavior, and identifies courses of action IISAC may take to resolve any failure to meet these standards and expectations.

IISAC requires all SIP students to adhere to the following policies and procedures. Any violation of these policies and procedures may also constitute a violation of foreign and domestic city, state, or federal law and vice versa.

Late Arrival

Students are expected to arrive on the time, date and location specified by IISAC to the program Orientation in India. Students must provide a written request to the Program Director of IISAC to receive permission for late arrival to the orientation program. Failure to do so may result in dismissal from the program at the discretion of IISAC.

Withdrawal

Students are required to stay for the entire program duration and complete all academic responsibilities such as examinations and papers prior to the conclusion of the program. If an exceptional circumstance such as physical injury, emotional health problems or family emergency causes a student to depart early,

IISAC will work with the student and his/her home institution to provide alternative arrangements for completing the academic coursework. However, IISAC cannot guarantee that such arrangement can be provided or that the credits will be obtained. If the student withdraws from the program without prior written consent from IISAC, IISAC will impose academic penalties and monetary fines as it deems appropriate under the circumstances.

If written notification of withdrawal is received by IISAC after the program starts, the following refund policy for partial attendance applies. Please note that the $25application fee and the $350 confirmation payment are non-refundable and refunds are calculated on the program fee less the acceptance deposit.

• Withdrawal on or up to 5 days after the program start – 50% refund

• Withdrawal at any time after 5 days into the program – no refund

Full Time Student Status

All SIP students must be registered for 15 Academic credits with host institution for the status of ‘Full Time Student’. The student would be dropped from full-time status, which will be intimated to their home institution if any student fails to take all courses to cover the minimum 15 credits requirement.

Program Fee

The Program Fee is a package deal offered by IISAC and it covers the various costs including but not limited to:

(a) Academic courses leading to 15 transferable academic credits from an Indian university of repute,

(b) Room and board provided by the university  

(c) Experience South India Tour, including food & lodging expenses, local transportation,

      Induction/ orientation, administrative expenses etc.

Students who fail to start/avail the any component of the program as scheduled/offered will lose that part of the program and no partial or total refund of any component of the program fee will be made.

Late Payment

Participants who fail to either pay in full or file a Financial Aid Deferral Form by the required due dates will be charged a $250 late fee. You may also be prohibited from participation in the program at IISAC’s discretion. Returned checks will be considered as failure to make the payment.

Reception & Transport from International Airport

IISAC recommends all SIP participants to arrive the Indian International Airport nearest to the university on a particular date. The students will be received at International Airport on the date(s) announced and transported to the university/college hostel by IISAC’s representative. If any student fails to arrive at the International Airport on the date(s) announced, the student would have to secure his/her own means of transportation from the airport to the university at his/her own cost. However every effort shall be made by IISAC to accommodate students who cannot reach on the date(s) announced/scheduled if it is due to reasons beyond his/her control and if such information is made available in advance to the IISAC.

Induction/Orientation

The orientation given in India for all SIP students is mandatory and very critical for helping the students to address cultural shock and adjusting with the new environment. This induction/orientation includes the Experience South India Tour.

Conclusion of Program and Student Departure

The Semester in India Program will be concluded on the dates announced as per the Calendar. The date on which the students must vacate the hostel of the host institution is November 30th for Fall Semester and May 31st for Spring Semester unless otherwise notified. Students must make arrangements for their return trip well in advance so that they can vacate the hostel as scheduled. Neither IISAC nor the host institution will be responsible for their stay in India beyond the date of conclusion of the Program.  
Admission for More than One Semester

SIP students who wish to attend an additional semester must obtain written exception approval from IISAC and should apply well in advance as specified by IISAC. Accepted students will receive a new Enrollment Letter to submit for Student Visa extension.

Students permitted to study for a second semester must carry a full-time status course load of not less than 15 credits with Pondicherry University. Any violation to this is a breech of contract with IISAC, the home university and U.S. Federal Government (for Financial Aid students).

The second semester extension is also subject to the final approval of Student Visa extension by the Government of India.

Exceptions

If at any point prior to or during the semester, the student feels an exception to any IISAC policy should be made, he/she must submit a request in writing to IISAC. No other party is authorized to grant exceptions to IISAC policies and procedures. The IISAC officials will consult the relevant parties and make a final decision.

Substance Abuse Policy

Unlike the United States, people can legally purchase alcohol over the age of 18 in India.

However, the penalties for substance abuse violations in India are often harsher than in the U.S.

Excessive alcohol consumption leads to poor and unsafe judgments, which may be dangerous for foreigners in any country. Drunkenness is also frowned upon and is socially unacceptable in India. If your alcohol use proves disruptive or unsafe to you, the group or the program, you will be dismissed from our program per the discretion of IISAC officials and/or criminal prosecution may be pursued as per the laws of India, Tamil Nadu and/or Pondicherry.

Any use of illegal drugs or narcotics will result in immediate expulsion from the program and criminal prosecution will be pursued.

Please remember that students traveling to India are subject to Indian laws and are not protected by the laws of their home country.

Disruptive Conduct

Students should conduct themselves in a dignified manner while participating in IISAC’s Semester in India Program. Students should be respectful of Pondicherry University students, faculty members, IISAC officials and Pondicherry University officials. Additionally, students that threaten the health, safety, or welfare of another or trespasses into any Pondicherry University facility, service or activity will be violating IISAC’s Policies and Procedures. Any and all violations of these policies are grounds for expulsion from SIP.

Theft

Theft is defined as taking or possessing the property of another without right or permission. Students shall respect the property of the University, its guests, and all members of the University community.

Specific violations include the unauthorized taking, misappropriation, possession, retention, or disposal of any property owned or maintained by the University, another student, a person attending a University sponsored event, or any other person. Such conduct is grounds for dismissal from SIP and may be reported to the local law enforcement.

Sexual Assault and Harassment

IISAC and Pondicherry University is committed to protecting its students and will not tolerate sexual assault or harassment. Sexual assault occurs when a person is physically forced, is coerced, or physically or mentally is unable to give consent and may be committed by an acquaintance or a stranger.

Sexual harassment refers to verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature that is unsolicited, unwelcome, and personally offensive. Examples of sexual harassment include: repeated offensive sexual flirtations, advances or propositions, repeated verbal comments about someone's appearance, the inappropriate display of sexually suggestive objects or pictures, or any offensive or abusive physical contact. Violations will be judged by IISAC and Pondicherry University and may be reported to the appropriate law enforcement authorities.

Compliance with Form D Declarations

All students have to strictly comply with the Declarations they make on Form D pertaining to the rules and regulations of IISDAC and the host institution as well as that of the host country. Students fail to comply will be subjected to disciplinary procedure.

Dismissal Policy

IISAC’s representative/ host institute’s official will warn its students who are abusing the rules and are in danger of disciplinary sanctions. However, when the offense is of such significance to warrant suspension, a warning is not necessary. The IISAC official or the Foreign Student Coordinator of the host institute may suspend the SIP student for one week while the final decisions are made in collaboration with IISAC’s U.S.-based team. During this period, the student will be prohibited from all IISAC group activities. If the student is dismissed from the Semester in India Program, IISAC will notify the student’s home university/college and parents (if the student is a minor) of its decision and the reasoning behind the course of action taken.

Host University Modifications

IISAC is not responsible for modifications or changes made by Pondicherry University, which include changes to academic calendar, room and board as well as other program components.

Residence Hall Regulations

SIP students must follow Pondicherry University policies in regards to residence hall behavior and residence agreements established by Pondicherry University. Additionally, students are responsible for the behavior of their guests and for ensuring that guests comply with all Pondicherry University regulations.

Academic Integrity

All SIP students must subscribe to the highest academic integrity during their studies at Pondicherry University. It is unacceptable to misrepresent results of one’s research, to steal the words or ideas of another, to cheat on an assignment, or to allow or assist another to commit these acts corrupts the educational process. Students should do their own work and should not give or receive unauthorized assistance. Any violation of this standard can result in expulsion from the host and possibly home university. Below are possible violations:

· Plagiarism includes the use of someone else’s words, ideas, or data as one’s own. When a student submits academic work that includes another’s words, ideas, or data, whether published or unpublished, the source of that information must be acknowledged with complete and accurate references and, if verbatim statements are included, with quotation marks as well. By submitting work as his or her own, a student certifies the originality of all materials not otherwise acknowledged.

· Fabrication is the use of invented information or the falsification of research or other findings. Fabrication may include false citation, the use of fictitious data, unauthorized submission of an academic work prepared by another, etc.

· Cheating is an act or an attempted act of deception by which a student seeks to misrepresent that he or she has mastered information that has not been mastered. This includes copying portion of another’s academic work, allowing another person to copy one’s own academic work, the unauthorized use or possession of a class textbook, notes, or any other material to complete or prepare an academic work, the unauthorized collaboration with other person on an academic exercise, etc.

Class Attendance

SIP students must attend all registered courses on time. Students may only miss classes if approved by the IISAC official and Foreign Student Advisor and for a legitimate reason such as physical illness.

Students who miss classes without permission will be at risk for dismissal at the discretion of IISAC officials. Students cannot travel away from the program during while classes are in session but may travel during the weekends. However, it is highly advised for the students’ safety that the IISAC official and/or Foreign Student Advisor be notified of all travel plans.

Health and Safety

Students should understand that living and traveling in a foreign country involves inevitable risks to one’s health and safety. Therefore, students are responsible to provide accurate and complete information on the Medical Information Form and to exercise good judgment and common sense in a variety of area which include food, drink, hygiene, conduct, sexual behavior, and exposure to carriers of infections and diseases such as mosquitoes and animals. IISAC will provide information on vaccinations and general advice on health matters prior to travel, during the initial orientation and throughout the program.

However, the student is ultimately responsible to maintain health and safe conduct while abroad as well as to obtain medical advice on living and traveling abroad from competent medical authorities.

Students must understand that building safety standards in foreign countries are not the same as those in the U.S. and agree to accept that risk.

Given the dangers and risks of driving motor vehicles in India, students are forbidden from operating or owning vehicles while enrolled in the Semester in India Program. If the student is caught driving a motor vehicle especially motorbikes while enrolled, IISAC will bear no legal or financial responsibility for any accident while operating the vehicle. Additionally, the student may be dismissed from the program as per the discretion of IISAC officials.

Program Cancellation

IISAC reserves the right to cancel the Semester in India Program indefinitely for any number of reasons such as insufficient enrollment, U.S. State Department Travel Warnings, or other factors beyond IISAC’s control. In the case of a cancellation of the program, IISAC will provide alternative program suggestions, deferment of enrollment to another semester or a full refund of the program fees including deposit and application fee.

 XI.  FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q: How can I get passport and visa information to travel to India?

A: As a foreign national, you will not be able to travel into India without a passport and visa. You need to apply to for a student visa through the Indian Consulate.  You should apply through your respective consulate. More information is available in the Travel Preparation section of this document.

Q: Will I be traveling to India in a group?
A:  Students should plan to travel to India from Newark International Airport with other SIP participants. If you have extenuating circumstances, please contact SIP to discuss your situation.

Q:  Will I know who else will be going?

A:  After obtaining individual permission, SIP will distribute e-mail addresses of accepted students.  At this point, students are free to contact with each other.

Q:  Will SIP organize travel plans in India?

A:  SIP will organize a few excursions during the semester.  Through our organized travel agent, SIP students may design tours throughout South India.

Q: When should I make my airline reservations?

A:  Since most students will be departing from Newark following the pre-orientation, SIP will reserve discounted tickets to Chennai, India on your behalf. The tickets to India cost approximately $1,400 to $1,900 and should be paid directly to the travel agent. We will provide you the contact information of the travel agent once the reservation is made. 

SIP Administrator Mr. Alex Koshy may be contacted for further assistance in this matter by calling 908-461-2606. 

 Q: Where can I get information on the tourist locations in India?

A:  In addition to reviewing materials enclosed, we recommend that you visit the Tourism of India website: www.india-tourism.com. Also, Lonely Planet is a great travel guide for travelers to India. SIP representatives can be contacted for additional guidance. Once you are in India, SIP’s Foreign Student Advisor will assist you in this matter. Also review other resources we have noted at the end of this document.

Q:  What kind of clothing should I bring to India?

A:  For Indian climate, casual spring/summer clothing is ideal for South India.  If you plan to travel through parts of North India, warmer clothing may be necessary.

Q:  What else would I need to know before leaving for India?

A:  We will send you SIP’s Student Handbook to India.  The handbook will detail aspects of your journey and will inform you about safety, culture shock, customs & norms, SIP policies and procedures and more.

Q:  If I have any questions once I reach India, whom should I contact there?

A:  All questions and concerns that you may have should be directed to the IISAC’s Program Coordinator once you reach India.  They will help your transition and stay go smoothly.  In case of difficulty or further needs, always e-mail Dr. Sunny Luke at sunny.luke@semesrerinindia.org or call him at 201-923-1832 or Mr. Alex Koshy at alex.koshy@semesterinindia.org or call him at 908-461-2606.

Q:  When should I pay the balance of the program fees to IISAC?

A:  IISAC should receive your final payment by November 30th. For Spring students and June 7th for Fall students. Students who fail to pay the full amount to IISAC before travel will not be admitted by Pondicherry University. Please refer to the Tuition & Fees section of this handbook for more information.

Q: Is financial aid available for study abroad?

A. IISAC does not provide financial aid or scholarships. Please contact your study abroad advisor for more details on obtaining financial aid or scholarships from your home university or other sources.

Q: Is it too late to get all the immunizations before my trip?

A. Typically immunizations should be taken 4-8 weeks prior to travel for the shots to take affect before you arrive. Please review the Health section of this document for details on vaccinations.

Q: Should I obtain international travel insurance? If so, how?

A. We highly encourage SIP students to purchase insurance before traveling abroad via STA Travel or any other Travel Insurance company with good track record. Please see the Insurance section in this document for the exact website address to purchase the insurance.

 XII.  RECOMMENDED RESEARCH RESOURCES
Guidebook-related web sites

· Lonely Planet: www.lonelyplanet.com
· Framer’s: www.frommers.com
· Let’s Go: www.letsgo.com
· Rough Guides: www.roughguides.com
· Fodor’s: www.fodors.com
Travel & Tourism information

· www.india-tourism.coM
· www.pondy.com/pondy/siteindex.htm 

· www.indiantravelportal.com/pondicherry 
Books 

· A Passage to India by E.M. Forester

· Such a Long Journey by Rohinton Mistry

· Discovery of India by Jawaharlal Nehru

· India: From Midnight To The Millennium by Shashi Tharoor

XIII. QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS

Questions and concerns should be addressed to:

sunny.luke@semesterinindia.org
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